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Sir or Madam: 

This Information Disclosure Statement 

[X] is filed within three months after the filing date of a national application or 
three months after the date of entry of the national stage in an international 
application or before the mailing date of a first office action on the merits, 
whichever occurs last. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

[ ] is filed before the mailing date of either (a) a final action under §1.113 or a 
notice of allowance under §1.311, whichever occurs first, and is accompanied 
by 

certification as specified in § 1.97(e) or 

the fee set forth in §1.17(p). 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). 

[ ] is filed after the mailing date of either (a) a final action under §1.113 or a 
notice of allowance under §1.311, whichever occurs first, but before the 
payment of the issue fee, and is accompanied by 

certification as specified in § 1.97(e); 

a petition requesting consideration; and 
the petition fee set forth in §1.17(i)(l). 37 C.F.R. §1.97(d) 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 



Applicant submits herewith patent(s), publication(s), or other information of which they are 
aware, which they believe may be material to the examination of this application and in 
respect of which there may be a duty to disclose. The filing of this information disclosure 
statement shall not be construed as a representation that a search has been made (37 CFR 
l* 97 (g))> an admission that the information cited is, or considered to be, material to 
patentability or that no other material information exists. The filing of this information 
disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission against interest in any manner. 
Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. A copy of each reference is identified on 
the attached one page of Form PTO-1449. 

A copy of [X] each [ ] none [ ] only those listed below 

of the items on the PTO Form 1449 is supplied herewith. 

A concise explanation of the items listed on PTO-1449 is: 

[X] not given, since all items are in the English language 

[ ] given for only some listed non-English language item(s) 

[ ] given for each listed item, since all are non-English language documents 

Applicant respectfully submits that the invention claimed in the application filed herewith is 
patentable over the references known to applicant and disclosed herein. 




Respectfully submitted, 

MEDLEN & CARROLL, LLP 
Attorneys for^pplieafit^ 



Virginia S. ^ectfrg p 
Registration No. 32,050 



101 Howard Street, Suite 350 
San Francisco, California 94105 
(415) 904-6500 
Our File: CW-06720 
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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING UNDER 37 C.F^R. § 1.8(a)(i)(i)(A) 

J hereby certify that this correspondence : (along with> any referred; to ./as; being ato 
shown: below, being deposited with the U^ 
addressed: to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents^ 



Dated: December 10. 2001 




Sir or Madam: 

Enclosed please find an Information Disclosure Statement and Form PTO-1449, including 
copies of the references contained thereon, for filing in the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office. 
Also enclosed is a Power of Attorney for filing in this matter. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fee or credit overpayment to 
our Deposit Account No. 08-1290. An originally executed duplicate of this transmittal is enclosed 
for this purpose. 



Dated: December 10, 2001 




Medlen 
3ii No. 32,050 



Medlen & Carroll, llp 
101 Howard Street, Suite 350 
San Francisco, California 94105 
415/904-6500 



